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Until 1929, Soviet military Plaming in Central Asia was defensive. The

main direstion of a pessible countereoffensive was Samarkand -Termesz -Xabul.
After that date, militery plaming wae reoriented to the offoneive. The

main gouthward Soviet direction of operations was to be Baku-Tehran-Abadan.
The main direotion for a supporting offensive by the Osatral Asien military
distriot (ekrug) was to be Ashihabad-Neshed=Kandahar-Xarashi. 4 seoondary
offensive route from Cemsral Asia was to be Norv-Kughka-Neres-Kendahar-Xerachi,
This route hed heen destsmated sz ahs oo Sav ia event of operations azelnst
western India by Osariet ailitary plammere. It had better Sreasportation
faoilities. However, it was ooppidered sesendary by the Soviets beocause

of its distance from the Oaspier smd the esmtral plamned line of attack frem
Baku. The Soviet authorisies, therefore, attompted ¢o Luild wp a dage of
operations ("plats d'armes”) in seuthmesters Osmtral Aste, ag the lack of this ms e
min dissdvastege of the plammed rewse of operations frem Achlhobed. Thoy
partieulerly atbempted %o orests suck s bage aleng the lofy flemak (leoking
southward), 1s tu the Neorv-Kushknehohihobad srimmgle. During the p ried
1838-0040 & motor road wae buils by military ferees, frem the railresd
statien of Tedshen southesst to Seralhs, thon aleng the berder %o Alldukhtor,
where the fremtiers of Irea, Afghanisten, and the TSR ssaverge. e read

hed a width of soven meters, Wao & two way, all weather reute, and W
wrfesel with gravel, numn-unmum-nnmmm
mter roed at & later date. Any fur'Sher work wes comeslled, hewever, whea
hostilitien with Gormeny bocoms Lmminemt. Amothor rood was buils, by
eiviiien euthorities, frem Kisil Arvat eouthweet %o Sasm Bali. It was
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also & two way, all weather route. It was seven mters wide, whioh ig
Just barely two way. The surface was of gravel; in the mouatains At had
& herd dirt surface. Attexpts were mde to insreage the populatien by
improving irrigation facilities. The Tashkepristroi irrigation dem, at. the
oonfluence of thq Murged and Xushke rivers, was orected.

Until late 1989, the Oentral Asian military distrios - which then included
the five Soviet Republios of Kazakh, Utbek, Turkaen,” Tadshik, and Kirgiz -
had six divisions stationed within ite boundaries.. They weres

(a) The lat Turkestan Divisicn. . Originally en infentry division of three
. Tegimente, it was reorganired in 1980 ans redesignated as the st .
Eountain Infamtry Diviefon,  Its nsw of auization provided for four
omall regiments of five conpanios esch ?thon were no battalions).
Bach regiment had four infantry oompanies and one machine gun company.
The division had only a pack train. Its headquerters was at Ashkhabad.

(b) The 3rd Turkesten Divisien (Infantry) in 1680 beosne the 814 Mowtein
Infantry Divisiom. . Termez was dte beadquarters.

(e) There were also four moustain uvdry‘d‘h‘j“himl

1) -The Turkmenskaya Division in Morv,

2? The Tadshikskays Divieion in Stalinabed,

5)' The Usbekekays Division in Semarkand,

4) A numbered divisien (I oammot recall the number) in Fergans,
which 1s aleo in Usbekistan,

Beginning in Septexber or Osseber 1089, three addisional mounsain infansry
diviglons and wix infantry divisiens were formed, They were seat %o the
western front in 1041, Mneuvers were held in Omtral Asia. Thess were not
held in the Ksrelom desert. The troops maneuvered aleng the above mentioned
iines of pienned operations and aleng the horder roads.

The arid regicms hetween Tashicens and the Caspian oan be uged for airborae
chemical attack exeroisese This was dene onee in 1080 norsh of Ashkhabad

and oroe iu 1930 seuth of Tashkext, The usual area for airbo chemioal attack
training wes neer the reilrosd statien of Makas in Turkutll#_!.—\
In regard to axy plans fer fusure airfield develepmens in Cemtral dsla, ia

the late 19308 there was talk sdeus Sov airfields and leading strips. Survey
parties cosasienally were astive in this comeetien, Yswever, mothing was

dene through 1041, Imphasis on Cemtral Asien military develesment w:e Ananned
=hen 2% Soome elear in the swmer of 1940 ¢hat would be the next

eusmy. There were undergrewnd tanks for aviatien g i%¢ at seme of the
rellroad stations on the Cemtral Asien Mailread, which ren between Eramovedsk
eand Teshkent. These sterage taics came under railread suthorisy, tut there

Was @ military represetasive with sach railresd diviedes,
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